Francois Bourassa

Pianist, composer and improviser - an ambassador for Canada's

thriving international jazz community.

Listen to the albums:

SWIRL,
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2023 - “SWIRL", the
eagerly-awaited new
album by the Francois
Bourassa Quartet, was
released on July 7, 2023.
The Quartet, comprising
Francois Bourassa on
piano and compositions,
André Leroux on
saxophones and flute,
Guy Boisvert on double
bass and Guillaume
Pilote on drums, has
been a cornerstone of
the Montreal artistic
landscape for over 25
years. Their deep musical
camaraderie and
exceptional talent make
them a pinnacle of
artistic expression.

... "Beautifully crafted, full of
suspense, drama and the
unexpected.” - Franck Bergerot,
Chronique, France

..." Benefiting from ideal
conditions, the four accomplices
deliver one of their best albums,

as virtuoso in execution as it is
imaginative in its subject matter."
- Marc Chénard, Jazz Podium 2024
(Feb.-March) p. 66

NUMBER 9

2017 On “NUMBER 9",
Francois Bourassa's
ninth album of original
music for his own band,
the Montreal-born
pianist and his
empathetic colleagues
allude to formative
influences, chance
encounters and places
from his past.

..."lyrical avant-jazz,
progressive post-bop,
or modern free.
However, what's
important is that you
can have fun while
absorbing one of the
boldest and most
gratifying records of
the year.” - Filipe
Freitas, Jazz Trail

L'IMPACT DU SILENCE

M

2021 ... L'IMPACT DU
SILENCE...Oscillating
between raucousness
and introspection,
Francois Bourassa's
latest collection of
piano pieces is a
musical adventure that
combines jazz,
improvisation, lyricism
and abstraction, with
integrity and emotion
as central themes.”

“Francois Bourassa has a lovely
way with the piano: a beautiful
touch, an expansive harmonic
imagination. The melodies float in
the air.”

Ethan Iverson
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Frangois Bourassa—now with eleven albums of original music under his
belt—has become an ambassador for Canada’s thriving jazz community
at an international level.. A model of constant evolution, he continues to
seek out new challenges for himself, his colleagues and his growing
community of listeners. After releasing his first solo piano album
“L'Impact du silence” in 2021, Bourassa abnd his Qartet are back with a
new live album “Swirl”, released on July 7, 2023.

His album, “Number 9” (2017), is a subtle namecheck to the Beatles’
psychedelic oeuvre; the album also salutes two more of his guiding
influences, Carla Bley (to whom he paid tribute at last year's Montreal
Jazz Festival with the Orchestre National de Jazz de Montréal) and
Karlheinz Stockhausen.

His eponymous quartet has been a staple of Montreal's artistic
landscape since the early 1980s. The band features founding bassist Guy
Boisvert, longtime saxophonist André Leroux, and Guillaume Pilote as the
most recent addition in Bourassa’s mentorship of young drummers.
Initially formed as a trio, Bourassa won the Montreal Jazz Festival's New
Talent prize in 1985, kickstarting their touring career throughout Europe,
Asia, and the United States.

In 1998, Bourassa’s trio joined forces with André Leroux, a saxophonist
and flutist equally at home with contemporary saxophone quartet music
as a featured soloist in jazz orchestras. Their 2001 Live album, recorded
at Toronto’s Top O’ The Senator. received a Juno award. The following
album, 2002’s Indefinite Time, featured the quartet augmented with
percussionist Aboulayé Koné. Bourassa has continued to pursue artistic
projects outside of his quartet, including a trio with multi-reedist Jean
Derome and percussionist Pierre Tanguay, both pillars of Québec’'s
improvised music community; artistic residencies in New York and Paris;
and a growing list of orchestral commissions, chamber music works and
ballet scores.

Born in Montreal in 1959, Bourassa was initially captivated by the electric
guitar and the blues-rock of Johnny Winter and Jimi Hendrix. Keyboard-
centric progressive rock was the catalyst to

return to the piano at the age of 17. Through the gateway of Chick
Corea’s Return To Forever, Bourassa worked his way backwards through
the jazz tradition. After completing a degree in

composition at McGill University, Bourassa pursued a Master's at New
England Conservatory under the tutelage of Fred Hersch and George
Russell, among others. Now, Bourassa finds

himself on the faculty of McGill University and Université de Québec a
Montréal (UQAM), teaching jazz piano and supervising small ensembles.
He is also an in-demand clinician, giving

master classes throughout Canada.
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https://www.youtube.com/@francoisbourassa7522
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zShOEFPVoF0&list=OLAK5uy_lTiihkvpycYNLWuAc-K84sFH1gD4QHiWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eA20NawonKY&list=PL23znybXtGfU5ptH2_1UIqJ9f-pp39-EA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdXShyT8lB0&list=PLGO5unViQQI-aN7Iuf7IWFmfzU8IMlPbR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n24VOLjGsPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOGBFIeQCIw
https://www.facebook.com/francoisbourassamusic?rdid=N409olIkeGzg2UF9&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F1B8Dz4Qori%2F
https://francoisbourassa.com/
https://open.spotify.com/artist/2pCHbUx5SpioXhCnwL0Q4A
https://www.instagram.com/francoisbourassamusic/
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